Environmental Energy Technologies Division Facility Notebook
Section  3.2.3


Chemical Spill

See http://www.lbl.gov/ehs/chsp/html/emergency.shtml or the Emergency Response Guide flipchart in every lab for the most current spill procedures.

Follow  S.W.I.M.S

S.  STOP and THINK.  Stop Working.  Stop the Spill
Assess the situation:

· How big is the spill?

· Has it made contact with your skin or personal clothing?

W.  Warn Others
· Call x7911 or 9-911, if there is a medical emergency or danger to life, health or the environment.

· Alert people in laboratory.

I.   Isolate the Area
· Restrict access.

· Determine the extent of the spill.

· Keep doors closed.

M.  Monitor Yourself Carefully and Completely
· Check yourself for any chemical contamination or reactions (wet clothing, skin or respiratory irritation).

S.  Stay In or Near the Area Until Help Arrives
· Minimize your movements.

· Have person knowledgeable of incident assist Emergency Personnel.

· Notify your supervisor.

You can clean-up a chemical spill if
· You are aware of the hazards and clean up procedures.

· There is no potential for personal or environmental damage.

· The appropriate spill clean-up equipment is available.

· Two people can clean-up the spill thoroughly in an hour.

· Personnel are aware of the location of the nearest emergency eyewash and shower.

· The spill does NOT involve elemental mercury.

otherwise – 

· Call x6999

Spill clean-up involving a chemical

· Wear chemically resistant gloves, lab coat and eye protection.

· Use appropriate spill clean-up kit in your area (spill kits available for solids, acids, and bases).

· Contain spill to prevent discharge into floor or sink drains.

Chemical spill clean-up considerations

· Commercially available spill kits should be used (contact an Industrial Hygienist).

· Doors of affected areas should remain closed.

· For mercury spills (e.g., thermometers), contact Industrial Hygienist.

· Inform your supervisor.

Site-specific instructions to be completed by supervisor:

* Spill Kit Location


* Industrial Hygienist

Name
Larry McLouth

Extension
5286

Pager Number
448-7749

Back-up Industrial Hygienist

Name
John Seabury

Extension
6547

Pager Number
840-6199
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